-

Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Rele_ase 2013/1 1/27 : CIA-RDP82- 00457R007500470009 6

COUNTRY Bulgaria DATE DISTR. 26 April 1951

SUBJECT
PLACE
ACQUIRED

DATE OF
INFO..

o -

LLASDIFIVATIUN 17

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AG_ENCY REPORT

INFORMATION REPORT cowo.

Ursanium Ore Reduction Plant and Mine : NO. OF PAGES 3 ."

Fast of Buhove 't 3
i {fs @g}% ENCLS. b

LOW)

CROITER e

50X1

50X1-HUM

e
9.6, . 33 61D 5, AS ANTHDED, 119 TRARCRIBSON €2 THI! REVILATION “! THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

OF 78 GOBVRETS GUR
mum B\! E,GW nﬁmnumm or TRIZ FD’.‘!EA S PROMIBIVED.

KR ARV BAKNGER YO AB UTHORIZED PERSON IS PRO-

i.

A new factory was completed during 1948 on a site which is approximately
500 to 600 meters east of Buhovo. This factory is constructed of conecrete
and weod, is three stories high, and is about 100 meters wide and 300

meters longa \ |it is a uranium reduction plant| |

8. In 1948 there were thres operating rooms in the factory, esch of

50X1-HUM

50X1

which conteined 8 wooden vats, open at the top and connected in
series., They were approximately 7 to 8 meters high, 4 to 5 meters
in diameter, and 5 centimeters thick, There is & 20 tc 30 horse-
power water pump on every vat.,

b, The ore was loaded in these vats by hand end washed with werm water
for about 4 to 5 hours. At the end of this operation the water is
drained off and some kind of acid poured into the vats. The acid
was allowed to remain in the vats for 17 tc 18 hours and then drained |
off into large cement (sic) cisterns.

e, After the acid treatment another varm wmter uashing took place. ‘hen
this wvater was drained of{, vhat remained in the vats looked like °
light green crystals (sic).

/
d. Ten truckloads of ore werc put into each vat, and esch truckload
was estimated to be 4,500 pounds.

8. An estimated 2 %o 3 tons of the retrined rroduct vas obtained from eack
" vat in one complete operation. This produet was packed in cases,
80 x 40 x 40 centimeters, made of "heavy wood" and immediately
transported to a highly guarded area in the Yana railroad yards.
estimates that 500 to 600 cases per dey were transported
;rom the factory to Yena, | |these cases were
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then shipped to the U.S.S.R.
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There is a mining operation aboubt five kilomeiers north of the factery.

The ors obtained from the mine is brown in color. It was packed in hemvy

paper bags, each weighing approximately 50 to 60 kilograms, There wers
500 %o 600 trusks cavrying the ore from the mine teo the plant., Each

truck earried 40 to 50 bags, end it is estimated that each truck made 10

trips per day, |

mine |

&, There were 2000 to 3000 laborers working at the reduction plant
all of whom were civilians. There weve alsc aboub 1500 Trudoveks
doing carpentry work; menial labor, snd transporting the full
cases of processed material to Yapa., The plant was under the
supervision of about 100 Russian officers and eivilian engineers.

| . 50X1-HUM

1abo%rs and working conditions in the plant and the

¢, There were thfee eight-hour shifts working in both the mine and

ds All those working in the plant proper were gas masks,

e, | lat least 10 to 15 persons per week, in both
the mine and the plent, became 111, Their faces became yellow,
and they usually complained of pains in their chestis. Some were
treated in the mine and plant ares, but many wers sent to hospitels
in Sofia, '

f. Fach morning before going to work every laborer in the mine and
plent was reguired to drink onme kilogram of milk. '

8- The majority of those workineg in the mine and plant lived in Sofis.

In 1947 constructicn was begun of o vorkers seitlement nesr Buhovo,

h. A1l thoss working at the mine and plent received periodic instructions

not to speak about their work.

'Specia.l security precautions were exercised in the srea of the plant and

mines :

g2, tvhile the factory was belag constructed, a road which passed in front

of the slte and which residents of Buhove commonly ook to go to

their fields, was diverted 200 %o 300 msters to the south, Use of the
originel road was limited to those who worked in the factory. No pass

was reqiired of those using the new road.

b. Guard posts were set up at 20.t‘.o 25 meter intervals around the plant

area; 100 militia puards were on duty thers,

¢, Persons coming to the plant to visit relatives working there 'were
seldom allowed to enter the factory,

d. To obtain an entry permii into the ares, a visitor applied at the
administration building, a swell building located about 20 meters
, outside the barbed wire. If the visitor wes issued a pass, it was
slgned, and the time of entry writter on it by the militia gusrd.
The visitor was then permitted to proceed to the emtranee of the
factory. He could not go further. After the visit was conciuded,
another official, who was on the spot, signed the pass. When the
visitor left, the first militia guard checked the signatures, and
_the visitor returned the pass %o the adminstration building.
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) | No strangers were

allowved to enter the mines,

£, Passes were not required of villagers living in the vicinity of
the factory or mine, #2 : : |

"50X1-HUM
Comment: | , lacia 50X1-HUM
was delivered in large glass demijolns and that when thess 50X1-HUM
were opened, white fumes dribbled cut. This is probably hydrochloric :
acid. . .

Comment: It is not clear vhether these passes referred to are 50X1-HUM
entrance passes or permits %o move about in the vicinity of the factory ‘
end mins, but it is belleved that the latter 3¢ = |means. 50X1-HUM
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